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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on March 04,2002. Claims 1-27 
are now pending. 

Specification 

2. This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1 .72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 21-27 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claim 18. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). 
Accordingly, the claims 21-27 are not been further treated on the merits. 

4. Claims 1-2,4-5,7-25 and 27 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: Misspelling the term "characterised". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the 
same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 
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6. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 
Applicant failed to describe what is "cunbus port". 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

9. The term "cuhbus port" in claim 1 1 is a relative term which renders the 
claim indefinite. The term "cunbus port" is not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, 
and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope 
of the invention. Applicant failed to describe what is "cunbus port". 
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10. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

1 1 . The term "enjoying of services" in claim 1 is a relative term which renders 
the claim indefinite. The term "enjoying of services" is not defined by the claim, 
the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite 
degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of 
the scope of the invention. 

12. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the use" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

13. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the physical characteristic" in line 6. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

14. All dependent claims of claim 1 have the same deficiency of their base 
claim. 

15. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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16. The term "about 1 Mbps or greater" in claim 4 is a relative term which 
renders the claim indefinite. The term " about 1 Mbps or greater " is not defined 
by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the 
requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably 
apprised of the scope of the invention. 

17. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

1 8. The term "about at least 1 Mbps" in claim 7 is a relative term which 
renders the claim indefinite. The term " about at least 1 Mbps " is not defined by 
the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the 
requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably 
apprised of the scope of the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

20. Claims 1 ,3,4,7,13-25 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Itsumi et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,887,140) hereinafter referred 
as Itsumi. 

21 . Itsumi has disclosed: 
• <Claim 1> 

A user recognition system for automatic managing of accesses, the use of 
equipment, handling of goods or enjoying of services, including at least one 
central processor (2, 15), at least one peripheral unit (4, 1 1) with at least one 
detecting device (12) for detecting biometric data relating to the physical 
characteristic features identifying a user, characterised in that each peripheral 
unit (4, 1 1) is connected through at least one interface unit (5, 17) to said central 
processor (2, 15) by means of a communication network, and that each 
peripheral unit (4, 11) have at least one electronic card (14) suitable for 
permitting two-way transmission of biometric data acquired from said detection 
means (12) to said central processor (2, 15), through at least one interface unit 
(5,17) acting as a network card and interface between a port (19) of said central 
processor (2, 15) and said communication network. (Fig. 1; Column 4, lines 46- 
57; Column 5, lines 1-10) 
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• <Claim 3> 

A system according to claim 2, characterized in that a transmission 
protocol used in said serial wiring portion is a high-speed synchronous serial 
transmission protocol. (Fig. 1, 13-1). 

• <Claim 4> 

A system according to any previous claim, characterized in that the said 
electronic card (14) comprises at least one communication chip (18) and is 
suitable for transmitting said data to said at least one central processor (2, 15) 
through said interface unit (5, 17) at a speed of about 1 Mbps or greater. 
(Column 3, lines 5-12). 

• <Claim 7> 

A system according to claim 5 or 6, characterised in that the said 
communication chip (18) is designed to create the communication, at a speed of 
about at least 1 Mbps, between a port (19) on said central processor (2, 15) and 
at least one of said electronic cards (14) associated with a respective peripheral 
unit (4, 11). (Column 3, lines 31-37). 



<Claim 13> 
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A system according to claim 12, characterised in that it comprises at least 
one connection hub (22) suitable for connecting at least two of said interface 
units (5, 17) to said central processor (2, 15). (Fig. 1) 

• <Claim 14 

A system according to claim 13, characterised in that it comprises a 
plurality of blocks (21) each having a plurality of peripheral units (4, 1 1) and 
connected to said central processor (2, 15) through a respective interface unit (5, 
17). (Fig. 1). 

• <Claim15> 

A system according to claim 1 , characterised in that the said electronic 
card (14) is designed to register at least temporarily said data acquired by said 
detecting means (12) and to affect on them a compression to obtain a higher 
transmission speed. (Column 3, lines 31-38). 

• <Claim 16> 

A system according to any preceding claim, characterised in that a 
plurality of said peripheral units (4, 1 1) are connected to one another in cascade 
and connected to at least one of said interface units (5, 17). (Fig. 1). 



• <Claim 17> 
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A system according to any preceding claim, characterised in that each of 
said peripheral units (4, 11) is suitable for sending through said local central 
processor (2, 15), a piece of the biometric data detected in tcp/ip network to a 
remote processor and for establishing a two-way data communication therewith. 
(Fig. 1). 

• <Claim 18> 

A system according to claim 1 or 9, characterised in that said electronic 
card (14) is arranged to be connected to an alphanumeric or graphic display (23) 
and a respective keyboard (24). (Fig. 1). 

• <Claim 19> 

A system according to any preceding claim, characterised in that at least 
one of said interface units (5, 17) can be integrated in a mother board of the 
central processor (2, 15). (Fig. 1; inherent). 

• <Claim 20> 

A system according to any preceding claim, characterised in that said 
physical characteristic feature of the user is his finger prints and the said 
detecting means (12) is a finger print recognizer. (Column 5, lines 33-35). 



• <Claim21> 
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A system according to any preceding claim 1 to 18, characterised in that 
said physical characteristic feature of the user is his eye retina and said detecting 
means (12) is retina recognizer. (Column 5, lines 33-35). 

• <Claim 22> 

A system according to any preceding claim 1 to 18, characterised in that 
said physical characteristic feature of the user is his voice print and said 
detecting means (12) is a voice recognizer. (Column 5, lines 33-35). 

• <Claim 23> 

A system according to any preceding claim 1 to 18, characterised in that 
said physical characteristic feature of the user are his facial features and said 
detecting means (12) is a voice recognizer. (Column 5, lines 33-35). 

• <Claim 24> 

A system according to any preceding 1 to 18 claims, characterised in that 
said data acquired by at least one of said peripheral units (4, 1 1) are stored in 
compact and encoded form by said central processor (2, 15). (Column 4, lines 
66-67; Column 5, lines 1-10). 



• <Claim 25> 
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A system according to claim 24, characterised in that between the said 
central processor (2, 15) and said at least one peripheral unit (4, 11) there is 
provided at least one level of local processors arranged to make up failures in the 
network connection between the said central processor (2, 15) and said at least 
one peripheral unit (4, 11). (Fig. 1) 

• <Claim 27> 

A system according to any preceding claim 1 to 25, characterised in that 
the said communication network is a digital telecommunication network. (Fig. 1; 
Column 4, lines 46-57; Column 5, lines 1-10). 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

22. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

23. Claims 5 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Itsumi et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,887,140) as applied 
above, and further in view of DePietro et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,601 ,045) 
hereinafter referred as DePietro. 
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24. With respect to claim 5, 

Itsumi teaches data transmit in a communication network (Itsumi, Fig. 1). 
Itsumi explicitly doesn't teach using RS485. 

However, DePietro in an analogous art teaches using RS485 (DePietro, 
Column 21, lines 59-65). 

• <Claim 5> 

A system according to claim 4, characterised in that the said 
communication chip (18) is of RS485 type. (DePietro, Column 21, lines 59-65). 

25. As to claim 5, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Itsumi by adding 
RS485 that would make the system more meaningful to a user. The incorporation 
of RS485 in Itsumi would make the system versatile. (DePietro, Column 2, lines 
3-6). 

26. As to claim 12, the rational given above is applied. 

• <Claim 12> 

A system according to claiml , characterised in that the connection between 
each peripheral unit (4, 1 1) and said interface unit (5, 17) occurs through radio 
connection. (DePietro, Column 26, lines 55-59). 
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27. Claims 2,6,8-1 1 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Itsumi as applied above. 

28. With respect to claim 2,6,10 

Itsumi teaches data transfer in communication network. (Fig.1). However, 
Itsumi explicitly doesn't indicate using of Ethernet wiring or serial wiring. However 
Ethernet and serial is well known in the art as evident by "Microsoft Computer 
Dictionary", 5 th edition. 

29. With respect to claim 8,9,1 1 

Itsumi teaches data transfer in communication network. (Fig.1). However, 
Itsumi explicitly doesn't indicate using of USB or parallel port. However USB, 
Ethernet and Parallel port is well known in the art as evident by "Microsoft 
Computer Dictionary", 5 th edition. 

30 With respect to claim 26 

Itsumi teaches data transfer in communication network. (Fig.1). However, 
Itsumi explicitly doesn't indicate using of tcp/ip. However tcp/ip is well known in 
the art as evident by "Microsoft Computer Dictionary", 5 th edition. 
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Conclusion 

31 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
the applicant's disclosure. 



• Bianco et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,256,737) discloses system for access to 
enterprise resources using biometric devices. 

• Terao (U.S. Patent Number 6,256,402) discloses password input apparatus 
based on fingerprint recognition of a registered user of a system. 

• Nova et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,636,973) discloses secure and dynamic 
biometrics-based token generation for access control and authentication 

• Uchida (U.S. Patent Number 6,751 ,734) discloses authentication executing 
device and method for biometrics identification. 

• Houvener (U.S. Patent Number 6,424,249) discloses positive identity verification 
system and method including biometric user authentication. 



32. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
571-272-7969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached at 571-272-3978. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll -free). 



Faruk Hamza 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unite 2155 



